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SPECIAL REPORT

Yacht designer Steve Dashew on
why he's given up fast sailing for
an ocean crossing motorboat -
one that can putin a 265-mile day

warbled warning from the
BEGwind instruements
ANMFINees a _E',I.'-ir af aver e
knots. The sea around vus Lt rms wiile
as another squall approaches
We're on the corond day el a
passage between Bay of Islamds, New
Jealand, and Fiji. A quick glance o
the radar shows that the Go-mile
|l:|J:|g squeall lins, which has bissn
bearing down o s Che past howr, is
about to make life interesting .. At
least that would be the case i we
WOTE Of one ol our sailboats
Bur this isa new era for us, We're

aboard somsthing that two years ago
would have been heresy. Having
SpENL U enrie liviens yamdgr =il
withowver 200,000 olfshore miles

qd

Sheve Dashew and
hig wife Linda abeard
Wivid Horie

racked upin the kst 30 VEArS — We
find ourselves on a, well, non-vache
How have wes fallen o [ar?
|'I':"{‘.r|.|.|.|'.ul.|.r 780t ketch, wasthe
lll'.i."l"lﬂll:'l.'.'lli!i:l'.é miacthine With st
Lwec il s abdaiund she'd average 300-
frlus miles per day on tradewind
passages. Bul lime marches on and ic
becarne evident soime years ago that
1T was no longer prudent for two of
II.=_3.’.1|1|1;I:| Fefls o h_-.-lip*r sucha

rociel onour ovwn. The choices were

stark: (ake crew, usa smaller Lailz and
e clomwer, oF Lrv samething nesw

PO TRRNG Years weve noled that our
CTLSInE h.‘L‘I.:JI:]_II_‘h[II.I'-'l.'l.‘.':'II Isegrer than
travder yachts. What about adapting
this |.'|.'lr'|l."\.'“|"i|.‘.~f|'|:5|‘|-[:-ur|-:1rr.—.'.n:'|=
ULulL'r:Js.«i:1lg|I|1 a power r_:-nl_'. -;_.!l_*-;'|§:1-'
With no rig forces to offset the hull, it
coild b even rsee #ip

Reduced bull 2tali I"!_',".'.'|_1',:'_;|
mean a salter motionin beam seas
VMG deadu pa md dowmwind could

LA
b

be really fast and very comionable
with the fine-ended desian possible
inthis l."-:‘.ll'ljf_‘ur'_itlnrl Anc wed teen
hawve the abilil VD sellg igiilin the
event ol a wave-induced capsize,
samethi T &40 ilars take For |::|.r||;1'|_'|
but wehich i unlseard of in motor
vachis The result is Windg Horse, B3ft
{z5.am) of svelicocein VOyIgeT

Owir 1,000 miles af sea Lrials have
aonewell, except that the autumn
weather has |'||"q.'.':-e':-:-:'!_ﬁ_'n:lim_-:l:.'
pleasant for Mew Tealand's Morth
Island Which is why we're sitting
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Foo miles north of Opua with swells
from three directions and signdficant
wind waves of &m [averaging 3m)
This washing michine effect is what
we've been looking for toreally put
this new design (o the Lest
Even though Wind Horse is

dynamically stable at speed, she still
responds to the waves, Sowe havea
pair of sctive stabilisers tokeep us
cornfestable These look like huge
spade nedders sticking out of the
middleof the hull on each side. A solid
sate gyro senses motion and the

stabilizars peneratealifting forceto
counteract soll, They work amazingly
well. Cur medion-recording
Instrurments show averape roll of just
four degrees inthese confused seas —
significantly less motion than we'd be
experiencing undersall.

We're brosd reaching at present,
with the wind just aft of the beam.
Wind waves are at anangle of 120°, far
encughall toallow occasional surfing,
The engines are ticking over at
zoqorpm, boat speed isaveraging a
fuirover 11 knots. Browulfwould be
faster power-reaching under sail, but
then someone would have 1o go
outside and drop the mizzren, orpull
En reels before the full force of this
sguall line reaches us.

Uncer sail we'd be worrying abouit
the coming windshift, trying to hold
OUr present angle as tght as possible
in thess south-west winds But Wird
Horse loves munning angles, sawe
head 10" to leeward of the thumb line

Drry three dawns and we have
turned the comer on the bgh pressure
swater The breeze ts now embieddead
inthe sputh-cast — tradewinds have
arrived, With the true wind angles at
165", now al 15 knots, Wind Florse i
surfing on almost every wave, Speed is
up to 12 knots whileexhaust gas
temperature, which correlates i fuel
burn, isdown

fetting the boat up forthese
conditions is totally different from
whal we're wsed bowith sail On

1D

Abaves Beownlf, the
Dashews 18t ketch
and tog; time to try
spmiething new in
theit B30 motorpacht
Wind Hare, which
Steve sl designed

Beowuif, we'd be trying to maintain a
truewind angle of 150°, constancly
adjusting the autopilot to head up in
the lulls and down in the puffs.
Acceleration during surfs would
require aggressive steering to pull
the bow down wave to avold
collapsing the headsails. Wo'd alsa be
keeping aneye onany tendency to
round up as the boat accelerated.
Wird Horse is bettor behaved She
tracks straight. The autopllot gain is
Lol 1o its lowest level and we find our

own way down the waves, showing us
occesional bursts to 20 bnots.

TR A IN TR | T

Under sail it is often necessary to
head up and build sperd so asto bs
able o got the bow to drop down the
wave and initiate surling With Wind
Horsewe just kick up the rpms a hair.
If Beowulfwere alongside usnow,
carrying both spinnakers_ she'd be
giving us & wonderful rides She would
also be fosrer. Bul asthe anglo isvery
deep, Feowulfwould be gybing
dowrarind. On thiscourse Wind
Frarse s WG s sipnificanthy faster.
Oneofl the surprising things we
notlee is Lhat Wind Horse is quister

running at her 265-mile-a-day clip
than was the case with any of our
sa|lboats. The engines can barely be
heard - the sound level reads just
sEdEB at chissperd.

The wenther forecast i still
showing o convergence over Fiji Late
Lomerrow. AL our present speed we
will b= entering Suva harbawr
samelime anound noon. We nesd te
keep in mind that we can adjust our
arrival time, up ordowrn, by pushing
or pulling the throstles, regardless of
whnt the weather does.

AL 1277 |ocal time, the lghthowse
marking the western side of the pass
inte Buva harbour is off Wind Horse’s
beam. three days and za hawrs sftay
departing Bay of [slands, elght hatirs
faster than Beowulfs bast on this trip

Fast forward with us now two-and-
2-half months. We're 5,000 mdes of
upwind passagemaking removed
from Fiji, finishing off the last l=g of
Lhis cruise aswo close with the
coasline of fSouthern California 1f
this were ane of our sailbasts, we'd
have taken a totalhy different route,
firmiting owur wpwnd work

Since Mew Zealand our sverage
spetd over the hottom hes been
10,65 knols. We're mare com formakibe
and obvicushy the woek load is less,
But something s missing Vovaging
on Wind Horse is |ust not the same 25
s2iling The satisfactbon frem a
passage wellmade 12 missing, 1 this a
warthwhile trade? Only time will ell
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